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reader to interpret. Chapters 6 through I6 describe specific 
disease states and are well presented. The remaining 10 
chapters present the reader with topics that describe 
unique groups of patients with acute abdominal problems. 
The topics of groups of patients range from the diagnosis 
of the acute abdomen in women to diagnosis of the acute 
abdomen in the immunocompromised patient. These 
chapters expand the reader's knowledge base and appreci- 
ation of the breath of the scope of this text. In all, the text 
contains 26 chapters that are covered in 303 pages. This 
reviewer vividly remembers first reading the fourteenth 
edition, and its brevity allowed the novice to rapidly cover 
this subject. The current edition will require a more sub- 
stantial investment in time. 
The current edition could be strengthened by includ- 
ing a summation of embryology, which will provide the 
reader a moreMthorough understanding of anatomy and 
the variations of anatomy that determine the location of 
the presenting pain symptom. With this minor exception, 
Cope's early diagnosis of the acute abdomen remains aclassic 
text that should be read by all physicians, including vascu- 
lar surgeons. The vascular surgeon must have a thorough 
understanding of the information presented in this text to 
help in the differential diagnosis of the difficult patients 
who have acute abdominal symptoms as a result of vascular 
diseases. 
Stuart I. Myers, MD 
Temple University Hospital 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Management of  extracranial cerebrovascular disease 
Keith Calligaro, Dominic DeLaurentis, and William 
Baker; Philadelphia; 1997; Lippincott-Raven; 217 
pages. 
Under certain circumstances and with defined criteria, 
carotid artcry surgery has been found in randomized stud- 
ies to be more effective than the best conservative treat- 
ment. This could be one reason why quite a number of 
textbooks dealing with this topic has been published in 
recent years. This is another one on carotid artery stenosis 
and related problems. The volume is divided into three 
main parts: one on basic problems and evaluation of pa- 
tients, one on indications for carotid artery surgery, and 
one on various technical aspects on carotid artery disease, 
vertebrobasilar insufficiency, and carotid body tumors. 
Most of the chapters are easily readable and covcr their 
assigned topics reasonably well. Remarkably enough, there 
is no chapter on the procedure of endarterectomy itself, 
and eversion endarterectomy is not discussed at all. Per- 
haps the basic surgical principles are considered well- 
known to everybody who reads this book. 
As a European vascular surgeon, I tend to repeat my- 
self in stating the very clear tendency for the American 
writer to forget or ignore European scientific publications. 
Perhaps the book has been under publication for quite 
some time, as it is stated that some pilot patients have been 
randomized in the European trial on Asymptomatic Ca- 
rotid Artery Stenosis (in fact, there are now around 1500 
patients in the study). One chapter deals with cost con- 
cerns, and it is clearly shown that by being selective in a 
number of procedures in connection with carotid artery 
surgery the cost per case can be considerably reduced, an 
important consideration i this time of constrained eco- 
nomic resources. However, we still lack the proper health 
economic analysis of carotid artery surgery in the preven- 
tion of stroke. One brief chapter covers balloon angioplasty 
and stenting. This is a hot subject , and I would have 
appreciated a more thorough discussion of it, although 
much more detailed analysis is required before we can 
assess its place in treating patients with carotid artery ste- 
nosis. 
As in all multiauthor publications, the outline of the 
chapters varies, as does their value from both a scientific 
and an educational point of view. Some, and in fact the 
majority, try to cover their topic analytically in review form, 
others give a more personal experience based on their own 
data. 
Some chapters provide stimulating reading such as the 
one on carotid surgery without angiography, the one on 
timing of carotid surgery after stroke, the one on clinical 
application oftranscranial Doppler, and the one on how to 
deal with postoperative stroke as a complication. 
The size of the book is reasonable, and I would see it as 
an introduction i to problems on extracranial cerebrovas- 
cular disorders for those starting their training in vascular 
surgery and angiology. 
David Bergqvist, MD, PhD 
University Hospital 
Uppsala, Sweden 
Venous interventional radiology with clinical 
perspectives 
Scott Savader and Scott Trerotola; New York; 1996; 
Thieme; 511 pages; $125. 
This well-written, welPorganized, and well-illustrated 
book fulfills the need for information about venous inter- 
ventional radiology, a field that in the last decade has 
rapidly expanded and now covers a wide variety of inter- 
ventional procedures. The editors, Drs. Scott Savader and 
Scott Treratola, together with 27 prominent intervention- 
alists, surgeons, and clinicians (the majority from the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital) give detailed information about inter- 
ventional treatment of portal hypertension, venous malfor- 
mations, thromboembolic disease, central venous and dial- 
ysis fistula occlusions, chronic venous insufficiency, inferior 
vena caval filters, and radiologic placement of central ve- 
nous lines. They provide information about indications 
and contraindications of each procedure, risks involved, 
optimal technical approaches, results, and potential com- 
plications. Almost 600 high-quality radiographs, photo- 
graphs, and line drawings support the text and help to 
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illustrate individual techniques and their results. Chapters 
written by surgeons and clinicians who present their opin- 
ions and discuss the values of individual interventional 
treatments in their practice significantly enhance this book. 
This book should be included in the library of every 
interventionalist. In addition, surgeons, internists, and 
other clinicians who treat venous disorders hould read it 
carefully, as they will find abundant information concern- 
ing new interventional procedures that will benefit patient 
management. 
Josef Ro'sch, MD 
Oregon Health Sciences University 
Portland, Ore. 
